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1963. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council 


Mr  .Chairman,  Ladies  6c  Gentlemen, 


I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my 

annual  report  upon  the  health  and  sanitation  of  your  district  for 
the  year  19&3* 

The  health  of  the  population  generally  continues  to  be  very  good 
and  very  few  cases  of  infectious  disease  have  been  reported. 

The  following  sections  deal  with  the  work  of  the  department  during 
the  year, together  with  vital  statistics  and  general  public  health 
services . 

Vital  Statistics  and  Social  Conditions 
Water  Supplies , Sewage  and  Refuse  Disposal 
Housing 

Food  Inspection  and  Supplies 
Public  Health  Nuisances, Complaints, Etc. 

Caravans  and  Camping 

Other  Acts  administered  by  the  Department 
Summary  of  Inspections  and  Visits  by  Health  Department 
Officers 
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Section 

A. 

Vital  Statistics  &  Social  Conditions . 

The  district  continues  to  attract  an  increasing  number  of  holiday 
makers  and  tourists  yearly  with  a  corresponding  increase  in  motor 
traffic.  Development  of  a  residential  character  continues  but  at  a 
reduced  rate, due  in  the  main  to  the  scarcity  and  consequent  high  cost 
of  building  sites. 


Area  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Population  (estimated  mid-year  home  population) 
Number  of  Dwelling  houses  ... 

Rateable  Value ...  ...  ... 

Estimated  product  of  a  Penny  Rate 


•  •  • 
•  •  • 
•  •  • 


97*364  acres 
13 , 770 
4-, 696 
£35*+?  58l 
£1 , 360 


Live  Births. 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Legitimate 

•  •  • 

•  •  0 

115 

91 

206 

Illegitimate 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

7. 

8 

15 

122 

.  99 

221 

Birth  Rate  per 

thousand 

population 

•  •  • 

16.05 

Still  Births. 

Legitimate 

•  •  « 

•  •  • 

2 

1 

3 

Illegitimate 

•  •  • 

•  •  O 

1 

- 

1 

 3 

1 

4 

Deaths . 

From  all  causes 

•  •  « 

•  •  • 

100 

105 

205 

Death  rate  per 

thousand 

population 

•  0  • 

14.89 

Health  Services. 

The  district  is  served  by  Hospitals  at  Minehead  and  Musgrove  Park, 
Taunton, and  Hospitals  for  the  Aged  Sick  at  Williton, Bridgwater  and 
Taunton.  Ambulance  services  are  available  from  Minehead  and  Musgrove 
Park. 
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Notifiable  Diseases. 


Cases 

Notified. 


Smallpox  ...  • ♦ •  Nil 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  4 

Diphtheria  ...  . . .  Nil 

Enteric  Fever  ...  ...  " 

Measles  ...  . . .  193 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ...  ...  Nil 

Opthalmia  Neonatorum...  ...  ” 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis  ...  n 

Dysentery  ...  ...  1 

Malaria  ...  ...  Nil 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ...  ...  " 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  ...  M 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  1 

Q. Fever  ...  ...  Nil 

Food  Poisoning  ...  ...  1 

Tuberculosis  (Respiratory)  ...  4 

”  (Non-respiratory)  ...  Nil 


Section  B. 

Water  Supplies. 

Whilst  the  general  standard  of  quality  throughout  the  district  has 
been  good, there  has  been  frequent  deterioration  in  purity  standards 
in  some  Western  parish  supplies  and  every  effort  is  being  made  to 
bring  about  an  improvement  in  conditions.  The  supplies  concerned  are 
privately  owned  public  supplies  and  it  is  hoped  that  negotiations 
between  the  owners  and  the  West  Somerset  Water  Board  for  a  take¬ 
over  by  the  Board  of  these  supplies  will  not  be  unneccessarily 
protracted. 

All  supplies  previously  owned  and  maintained  by  the  Council  were 
taken  over  by  the  Board  as  from  1st  April, 1963.  Sampling  of  supplies 
by  the  Public  Health  Department  staff  is  continuing  in  collaboration 
with  the  County  Public  Health  Laboratory  and  the  Chemist  to  the 
Water  Board. 

Results  of  samples  from  piped  supplies  are  as  follows; 

Raw  Water 

Bacteriological  Satisfactory  -  82  Unsatisfactory  -  19 
Chemical  ”  17  M  1 

Treated  Water 

Bacteriological  ’■  150  M  13 

Chemical  "  2  51  Nil 

Refuse  Disposal 

Disposal  is  on  four  semi-controlled  tips, and  twenty-nine  parishes 
are  receiving  regular  collections  of  refuse.  Willi ton, Porlock  and 
Dunster  are  collected  weekly  with  fortnightly  collections  for  the 
remainder.  Special  collection  arrangements  are  made  in  the  case  of 
the  parish  of  Oare. 

Disposal  is  becoming  a  pressing  problem, and  considerable  difficulty 
is  being  experienced  in  obtaining  new  sites  to  replace  the  ones  at 
Stringston  and  Bossington  which  will  shortly  be  full. 

Sewage  Disposal. 

There  are  now  twelve  parishes  with  main  drainage  and  efficient 
disposal  systems.  The  Western  Parishes  scheme  was  completed  during 
the  year  and  connection  of  properties  is  proceeding.  It  is  hoped 
that  before  mid-1964  the  scheme  covering  the  parishes  of  Bicknoller 
Sampford  Brett ,Stogumber  and  West  Quantoxhead  will  be  under  way. 
Section  C. 

Housing. 

The  number  of  permanent  dwellings  in  the  district  now  totals  4,696. 
Erections  and  conversions  were  63  and  there  were  2  demolitions. 

The  Local  Authority  now  own  829  and  a  further  16  are  in  course  of 
erection.  Applications  for  Council  Houses  amounted  to  784, of  which 
367  can  be  classified  as  urgent  bona-fide  cases;  126  in  respect  of 
Old  People's  dwellings  and  the  balance  of  291  consist  of  outside 
applications  and  less  urgent  cases. 
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Grant-aided  schemes  under  the  Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Act, 
1958, completed  during  the  year  totalled  2 7*  Discretionary  grants 
numbered  21  at  an  average  approval  price  of  £*+79  and  Standard 
grants  amounted  to  6  at  an  average  approval  price  of  £120. 

No  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  reported. 

The  position  regarding  housing  sites  remains  difficult  with  the 
consequence  that  high  prices  are  the  rule. 

The  Rent  Act. 1957. 

No  Certificates  of  Disrepair  have  been  applied  for  during  the  year. 
Section  D. 

Food  Inspection  &  Supplies. 

Carcases  &  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part. 


Cattle  Cows  Calves  Sheep  Pigs 

& 

lambs 


Number  killed 
(Approximate) 

Number  inspected 

1529 

1529 

25 

25 

95 
.  90 

oco 

OO  tN 

* 

3620 

3599 

All  diseases  except  T.B. 

and  Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

2 

1 

5 

19 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

147 

19 

6 

171 

232 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci 

| 

9*7 

80 

12.2 

2.5 

6.5 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

1 

u 

tt 

tt 

36 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with  TB. 

.006 

n 

rt 

tt 

1 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  submitted  to 
refrigeration 

2 

ft 

ft 

it 

tt 

Totally  condemned 

Nil 

m 

tt 

it 

11 

Weight  of  meat  condemned  (lbs) 
(a)  Tuberculosis 

465 

11 

tt 

tt 

107 

(b)  Cysticercosis 

85 

it 

•t 

it 

tt 

(c)  Other 

767 

469 

191 

1034 

337 

Total  condemned  (lbs)  - 

1317 

469 

191 

1034 

li)  Uw 

TTT 

Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b30279410 


Although  it  will  be  seen  that  the  foregoing  table  shows  the  number 
killed  as  approximate, this  applies  only  up  to  the  month  of 
August  since  when  100^  inspection  has  been  carried  out. 
Slaughterhouses . 

Five  slaughterhouses  are  licenced  and  conform  to  the  standards  of 
the  1958  Act  and  Prevention  of  Cruelty  Regulations.  Slaughtering 
remains  at  about  the  same  level  and  the  requirements  of  the  Meat 
Inspections  negulations  have  been  implemented  from  the  commence¬ 
ment  with  help  of  an  Additional  Inspector. 

Food  Premises .Etc . 

Food  hygiene  standards  have  been  maintained  at  a  generally  high 
level  but  informal  action  was  necessary  in  two  cases  where  non- 
compliance  with  the  Regulations  occurred.  With  the  recent  increase 
in  staff  it  is  intended  to  concentrate  more  upon  this  aspect  of 
public  health  work. 

Section  E. 

Public  Health  Nuisances, Complaints. Etc. 

Complaints  dealt  with  during  the  year  were  mostly  the  usual  ones 
of  nuisance  from  defective  drainage, foul  ditches, keeping  of  animals, 
failure  to  collect  re fuse, unsound  food, pollution  of  streams  and 
the  depositing  of  rubbish  therein, etc.  Altogether  116  such  complaints 
were  investigated.  The  adoption  of  silage-making  by  many  farmers 
has  presented, in  several  instances, problems  of  pollution  with 
attendant  nuisance, of  ditches  and  streams. 

Section  F. 

Caravans  &  Camping. 

There  are  now  15  sites  licenced  under  the  Caravan  Sites  &  Control 
of  Development  Act, i960. 

Work  necessary  to  bring  the  Blue  Anchor  Bay  site  (Luttrell  Estates, 
Ltd), and  the  one  at  Home  Farm, St. Audries  (Mr. C. Stafford) , up  to  the 
required  standard, is  proceeding  and  the  Warren  Bay  site  (Mr .R. Bosley) 
is  being  increased  by  yearly  stages  to  the  maximum. 

Seasonal  caravanning  and  camping  increases  year  by  year  and  lay-bys 
and  verges  are  being  used  to  an  increasing  extent, creating  difficult 
problems  with  litter  and  lack  of  sanitation.  I  am  of  the  opinion 
that  the  same  standards  should  apply  to  tented  sites  as  to  licenced 
caravan  sites.  Under  existing  legislation  this  is  not  the  case, 
with  the  consequence  that, whilst  enforceable  standards  of  sanitation 
and  other  facilities  obtain  for  licenced  sites, six  weeks  camping  is 
allowed  with  no  such  safeguards. 

Section  G. 

Factories  Act,1937. 

There  are  53  Factories  in  your  district, including  5  licenced  slaugh¬ 
terhouses.  Apart  from  the  latter  the  majority  are  of  the  light 
engineering  type  where  machinery  of  some  kind  is  in  use, whilst 
several  are  of  a  temporary  nature  su  h  as  building  sites. 

There  are  32  outworkers  resident  in  the  district  of  which  b  are 
employed  by  businesses  operated  outside  the  district. 

Pet  Animals  Act 

Rag  Flock  Act 

There  are  no  pet  shops  within  the  district  or  premises  dealing  in 
rag  flock. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act.  194-9. 

The  Council’s  Operative  has  been  fully  employed  during  the  year 
and  during  the  course  of  his  duties  has  actually  recovered  1626 
dead  rats.  He  also  dealt  successfully  with  38  wasp  and  3  hornets 
nests. In  conjunction  with  his  normal  duties, he  has  also  carried  out 
regular  clearance  and  maintenance  of  more  that  100  litter  baskets 
throughout  the  district. 

The  arrangement  with  the  Watchet  U.D.C.  continues  to  operate  smoothly. 
Treatments  and  inspections  are  as  follows  j- 


Property. 

Inspected. 

Treated. 

Domestic 

— 

387 

161 

Agricultural 

- 

167 

2b 

Business 

- 

61 

11 

Local  Authority 

- 

11 

11 

t- 


. 

. 
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Section  H • 

Housing  Acts  -  1936  &  1954. 

Rent  Ac t? 1957. 

Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Act.  1958, 

Housing  Inspections 
Informal  Notices  served 
Statutory  Notices  served 
Public  Health  Acts. 

Drainage  &  Sewerage 
Via  ter  Supplies 
Refuse  Disposal 
Caravans  &  Camping 
Nuisances 

Filthy  or  Verminous  Premises 
Persons  in  need  of  Care  and  Attention 
Public  Conveniences 
Sanitary  Fittings 
Miscellaneous  Inspections 
Infectious  Diseases  Enquiries 
Informal  Notices  served 
Food  &  Drugs  Acts. 

Inspections . 

Slaughterhouse  s 
Food  &  Catering  Premises 
Knackers  Yards 
Informal  Notices  served 

Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Foods)  Order, 157. 
Inspections 


bO  6 

8 

77 


122 

185 

90 

34 

11 


7 

4 

37 

3 

19 


61 

16 

2 

3 

2 


Complaints  received 

M  investigated 


123 

123 


During  the  year,Mr.L.Wareing  from  Liverpool, was  appointed  as  an 
additional  Inspector  thus  enabling  the  department  to  provide  a 
lOO/o  meat  inspection  service  as  from  October  1st. 


Finally  I  should  like  to  record  my  thanks  to  the  staff  of  the 
department  for  their  continued  good  work. 


I  am, Ladies  &  Gentlemen 


Your  obedient  servant, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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